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Claim Objections 

Claims 8-1 1 are objected to because of tfie following infonnalities: Claims 8-1 1 
depend from cancelled claims 1 and 2. Appropriate correction is required. Accordingly, 
the claims 8-1 1 have not been further treated on the merits. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 
6,202,230 to Borders. 

Claim 7, Borders discloses a leg support arrangement for an operating table with 
two leg supports (80,82), which leg supports are so connected with a base element 16 
of an operating table that they are adjustable between a fundamental position in which 
they lie close to one another parallel to the longitudinal middle axis 36 of the operating 
table (fig. 6) and a spread position in which they have a spacing from the longitudinal 
middle axis (fig. 11), wherein each leg support is connected with the base element by 
means of a parallelogram joint whose joint axes (48,90,92) are oriented perpendicular to 
the plane of the base element, wherein each leg support includes an upper leg support 
84 and a lower leg support 86 each of which is movable by a folding joint 48 about a 
horizontal axis relative to the base element and are pivotal relative to one another (fig. 
8), that each upper leg support is connected with a connecting piece defined by the first 
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frame section 88 by two parallelogram joint forming links defined by a clevis 100, to 
which connecting piece the first ends of the links are pivotally connected (col. 7 lines 27- 
33) and which connecting piece is pivotally connected with the base element for 
movement about the folding axis for the upper leg support (col. 7 lines 40-42), and that 
the second ends of the links are pivotally connected to the upper leg support onto which 
the folding joint for the lower leg support is formed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FREDRICK C. CONLEY whose telephone number is 
571-272-7040. The examiner can nonnally be reached on M-TH. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, PATRICIA L. ENGLE can be reached on 571-272-6660. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from tlie 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
publislied applications may be obtained from eitlier Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublisiied applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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